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We offer support, education, and 
short-term counselling to over 450 
people living with HIV and/or Hepa-
titis C through our Positive Wellness 
Program in Victoria, Nanaimo, Cour-
tenay, and Campbell River. PWP staff 
offer advocacy and guidance with 
housing, income assistance, health 
care services, and employment, as 
well as education and support for 
treatment, nutrition, and symptoms.
In Victoria, we served 8915 hot, 
nutritious meals to people living 
with HIV and/or HCV through our 
nutrition programming, as well as 

providing registered clients with 
a safe, calm space to enjoy food 
and companionship.  We also offer 
weekly support groups (offered in 
partnership with a nurse from Cool 
Aid) and physician clinics and host 
a worker from the Ministry of Social 
Innovation and Development for 
several hours each week.

Our AVI Health Centre in Nanaimo 
combines support and advocacy 
from Positive Wellness Program staff 
with primary medical care from our 
physicians to provide wrap-around 

care for people living with HIV and/
or Hepatitis C.

Our North Island staff work closely 
with partners in Positive Wellness 
North Island (PWNI), a collabora-
tion that allows clients to access 
a monthly HIV primary care clinic, 
treatment planning and support, 
access to a mental health and addic-
tion services clinician, HIV education 
and support for family and friends, 
and other comprehensive services. 

Supporting People Living With HIV and Hepatitis C 

I have witnessed so much love and care between clients and had the opportunity to create really lovely  
relationships with folks because of the calm and inviting atmosphere of the space. —Harm Reduction Support Worker



 AVI heALTh centres
Our AVI Health Centres in Nanaimo 
and Westshore off er low barrier, free 
opiate agonist therapy (OAT) and 
support in a caring and 
respectful environment.

In Nanaimo we provide OAT to 200 
patients and primary medical care 
to 45 people living with HIV and/or 
Hepatitis C. Clients can also access 
counselling and support through our 
Positive Wellness Program and nurs-
ing supports including vaccinations, 

bloodwork, HIV POC & linkages, 
along with intensive case manage-
ment.

In September of 2017 in response 
to the ongoing overdose crisis, we 
opened our Westshore AVI Health 
Centre, modeled after the successful 
Nanaimo service. Within 6 months 
of opening we had more than 75 
patients accessing our OST services. 
Patients utilizing OST treatment or 
living with HIV can also access blood 

tests, pap 
smears, im-
munizations, 
wound care, 
and other 
family practice care. As less than 
20% of our patients have family 
doctors, this extra care is vital. We 
are grateful for the opportunity to 
expand our services into the western 
communities and look forward to 
adding more education and support 
services as our offi  ce continues to 
expand.

AVI is where I got help to deal with my addiction. I am HCV+ and AVI has helped me to get my life back on track.

family practice care. As less than 

 
Do you need help with  your opioid addiction?

We offer opioid substitution services (methadone  and suboxone) in a low barrier setting. We also  provide support and referrals as needed.
Walk-ins welcome but appointments are preferred.Call us at 250-940-3605

Open 9:30am-4:00pm, Tuesday and Thursdays

 

westshore

#111-2787 Jacklin Road, Langford, BC, V9B 3X7250-940-3605 | westshore@avi.orgwww.avi.org
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“I have maintained my clean time due to my closeness with staff  at AVI.”
 “AVI was a resource in the community for when I had no support at home.” 

• Pride: We joined in celebra-
tions and offered info tables 
and naloxone training at Pride 
events in Port Alberni, Campbell 
River, Courtenay, Nanaimo, and 
Victoria, as well as Alt Pride in 
Victoria. In Victoria we were able 
to participate in the parade with 
the Doctors of the World vehicle, 
which provided an accessible 
parade option. 

• World Hepatitis Day: In the 
North Island, we promoted 
Hepatitis awareness for the 
entire month leading up to World 
Hepatitis Day. Activities included 
handing out bottles of water with 
testing dates and Hepatitis infor-

mation at Canada Day events, 
presentations to John Howard 
foster parents, Viral Jeopardy 
for people at the local homeless 
shelter, and testing events at our 
offices in Courtenay and Camp-
bell River and information booths 
at the library in both communi-
ties. In Victoria, we hosted an info 
table at the library and a rally 
at the BC Legislature Building 
to raise awareness of Hepatitis 
C and encourage people to get 
tested. As well, the Legislature 
Building was be lit up in red (for 
the blood which spreads these 
viruses) and yellow (for the liver 
which these diseases destroy) 
during the evening of July 28th.

•  Aboriginal AIDS Awareness 
Week and World AIDS Day: In 
Victoria we hosted events for 
World AIDS Day and the launch of 
Aboriginal AIDS Awareness Week 
at the Victoria Public Library. 
The event featured the Unity 
Drummers and Singers, HIV Poz 

events

AVI staff are dedicated and compassionate. 
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“AVI and SOLID saved my life.” 
“I liked how detailed and helpful your presentation was. You made me feel like you cared.”

speakers, a screening of Prom-
ising Practices in Indigenous 
Communities in Saskatchewan, 
info tables, and concluded with 
a walk to the Legislature for the 
lighting of the red ribbon candle 
display. To honour World AIDS 
Day in Courtenay and Campbell 
River, we hosted an event fea-
turing point of care HIV testing, 
HIV prevention and treatment 
education, and HIV Bingo. In 
Nanaimo, we participated in the 
AIDS Walk at the Snuneymuxw 
First Nation. 

• We displayed the We Are Here 
storyboards (telling the stories 
of people living with HIV/AIDS in 
their own powerful words) in the 
Campbell River, Comox, Cour-
tenay, and Victoria libraries as 
well as Homalco and KDC Health 
Centres through the month 
of December. In Victoria, our 
10th annual Rock Your Aware-
ness Fundraiser at Logan’s Pub 
featured live music, a raffle, and 
naloxone trainings.

•  Festivals:  We provided harm 
reduction supplies and educa-
tion as well as naloxone training 
at festivals all over the island 
including Rifflandia, Sunfest, 
Kokisilah, and Atmosphere 
Gathering. We offered 1919 one-
on-one harm reduction educa-
tion discussions and 62 group 
education discussions to festival 
attendees, as well as providing 
naloxone training to many festival 
staff members and volunteers.

Staff are universally helpful, knowledgeable and respectful. 
AVI provides very necessary support services in our community.

events cont.
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A thank you to the many businesses and individuals who contributed to our agency over the last year.

North Island: Island Health Mental Health, Public Health and CD Programs, Comox Valley Transition Society, 
KDC Health, Holmalco First Nation, Comox Valley Recovery Centre, Second Chance Recovery Centre, School 
District #71, School District #72, North Island John Howard Society, North Island Pride, Comox Valley Nursing 
Centre, Positive Wellness North Island, Vancouver Island Regional Library, Comox Valley Transition Society, 
Campbell River and North Island Transition Society

Central Island: Snuneymuxw First Nation, Discovery Community College, Sprott Shaw Community College, Van-
couver Island University, New Hope Shelter, The Pain Clinic, Nanaimo Women’s Centre, RCMP – Nanaimo Bike 
Unit, Nanaimo Division of Family Practice, Vancouver Island Regional Library (Nanaimo Harbour Front branch), 
Port Alberni Community and Women’s Services Society, St Andrews United Church, MAC Cosmetics, Tillicum 
Lelum Health Centre, Harris House Health Centre, Island Health Positive Health / Communicable Disease, Beau-
fort Clinic, Nanaimo Correctional Centre, Nanaimo Pride

South Island: Cool Aid Community Health Centre, Vancouver Island PWA, Victoria Native Friendship Centre, 
Greater Victoria Public Library, 713 Outreach, SOLID, PEERS, Salvation Army, Our Place, Umbrella Society, Island 
Health Street Nurses, Cool Aid, Pacifica Housing, Victoria Youth Clinic, Victoria Police Department, Island Health 
HR Coordinator, Victoria Pride, Island Health Detox and Stabilization, Canadian Institute for Substance Use 
Research, Percuro, Alt Pride, PAN, HIM, CATIE, and Royal BC Museum, Mustard Seed, the First Nations Health 
Authority, the BC Centre for Disease Control, the Pacific AIDS Network, ANKORS, Soupa Café, Crust Bakery, 
Moms Stop the Harm, SICORN

AVI respectfully acknowledges the territory of the Kwak-waka’wakw, Nuu-chah-nulth, and Coast Salish Peoples 
on whose land we live and work

A big thank you To our Funders

I appreciate that AVI makes space for service providers. We need these spaces 
to come together and re-ground ourselves, especially in the midst of a crisis.
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Assets

Cash 471,919 

Accounts Receivable 199,033

Fixed Assets, Net 1,449,438

Other Assets 1,677

Total Assets 2,122,067

Liabilities and Net Assets

Liabilities

Accounts Payable and  
Accrued Liabilities

205,437

Mortgages and Lines of Credit 49,293

Advances and Deferred 1,636,310

Total Liabilities 1,891,040

Net Assets

Unrestricted 223,524

Restricted 7,503

Total Net Assets 231,027

Total Liabilities and Net Assets 2,122,067

Support and Revenue

Island Health 2,299,760

Federal Government 291,000

United Way 123,939

MAC AIDS Fund 42,466

Regional Correctional Centre 6,040

Gaming Commission 125,000

Health Clinic 516,129

Donations and Corporate Sponsors 33,587

Minor and pilot project grants 109,097

Interest and other income 10,261

Total Support and Revenue 3,557,279

Expenses

Salaries and Benefits 2,661,810

Rent and Office Expenses 391,826

Program Materials 216,402

Meetings, Honoraria and Travel 77,128

Amortization 18,939

Other 341,465

Total Expenses 3,707,570

Excess of revenue over expenses -150,291

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT

Statement of Financial Position March 31, 2018

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

To the members of the AVI Health & Community Services Society,

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of AVI Health & Community Services Society, which comprise 
the statement of financial position as at March 31, 2018, and the statements of operations, changes in net assets and 
cash flows for the year then ended, and a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information. 

Qualified opinion
In our opinion, the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of AVI Health & 
Community Services Society as at March 31, 2018 and the results of its operations and its cash flows for the year then 
ended in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations.

									                         Chartered accountants

3, 18,267  TOTAL SUPPORT

Statement of Activities April 1, 2017 - March 31, 2018
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We loved the training that AVI provided to our organization. The presenters were engaging, honest,  

and it was so obvious how passionate they are about the work they do. Thank you!

board members 2017-2018 
•	 Chad Dickie, Chair
•	 Bob Clark, Treasurer
•	 Lisa Cowan, Secretary
•	 Alexander Stirling
•	 Antonio Marante
•	 Lily Mignault
•	 Katrina Barber
•	 Mitch Hawes
•	 Brent Weberg

MIssion  
AVI’s mission is to promote health, dignity, and 
well-being for all people affected by HIV, HCV, and 
substance use by delivering sex-positive and  harm 
reduction based education, prevention, and support 
services.

vision
AVI envisions a community where all people affected 
by HIV, HCV, or substance use have equitable access 
to the support and services necessary to experience 
optimal health and well-being.

OUR SOCIETY  was formed by gay men, with the support of  
lesbian and gay public and their friends, who accepted the challenge 
to confront Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) and 
 respond to the needs of all people affected by the HIV virus

WE ACKNOWLEDGE the existence of oppression and inequality  
in our world, and endeavour to focus on this reality in a positive manner

WE ADVOCATE for the provision of universal services to ensure  
thorough and appropriate focus on the need of the individual 

WE RECOGNIZE the right of all individuals to be treated equally 
 and will not tolerate discrimination in any form

WE RESPECT AND SUPPORT the individual’s right to  
self-determination and self-empowerment

WE STRIVE to provide the best possible services using all existing 
community resources in a spirit of cooperation and partnership for the 
mutual benefit of all

WE ACCEPT without reservation, the positive nature and  
 individual expression of human sexuality

The Members, Volunteers and Staff and the Vancouver Island 
 AIDS Society endorse, and promote this philosophy

our history

OUr BOARD + values



CONTACT US 

Campbell River
1371 c. Cedar Street, BC, Campbell River 
Phone: 250-830-0787 | Fax: 250-830-0784
Toll free Infoline: 1-877-650-8787

Courtenay/Comox
355 6th St., Courtenay, BC, V9N 1M2
Phone: 250-338-7400 | Fax: 250-334-8224
Toll free Infoline: 1-877-311-7400

Nanaimo
AVI Health Centre
102-55 Victoria Road, Nanaimo, BC, V9R-5N9 
Phone: 250-754-9111 | Fax: 250-753-4595
Toll free: 1-888-530-AIDS (2437)
www.avihealthcentre.org

Westshore/Langford
111-2787 Jacklin Rd. Langford BC V9B 3X7 
Phone 250-940-3605 Fax 250-940-3611
Toll Free / Infoline 1-800-665-2437 

Victoria
3rd Floor - Access Health Centre 
713 Johnson St, Victoria
Phone: 250-384-2366 | Fax: 250-380-9411
Toll free Infoline: 1-800-665-2437

Harm Reduction Staff, 3-10pm daily, 
250-889-0268

Mobile Harm Reduction Services
 250-896-AVIX (2849)

Email: info@avi.org


